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From Cowboy to Contemporary
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WESTERN RENDERING

LISTENING TO THE LAND

Channeling the romantic idea of the Old West is one way to design a home; for Ward + Blake Architects, letting the
Western landscape dictate architecture is another

SR
b Tw — g av g - <
. me e - - 3
ahe .‘.\\*"_“ »
PR T8 >~>’.;§ a?
TR .-.-_*_\_..; N
N\
A &
||
|
e = ; — < e
TS i. i L ] m - I .. 2 __ﬁ_‘ﬂ;':
—y F! f—— §-2 =4 - === (1 !ﬂ\
— e — h._. 3= —— o N
S — .-;l E i-': —— ;;1._,! I"L_—-‘J . — - :
- m— 5
i !
o TS
A




“We start from the land,
whether it's a pristine rural lot
or an urban project in town.
Wherever it is, the site has
something to tell us,” says

Mitch Blake, a principal found-

er at Jackson, Wyoming’s Ward
+ Blake Architects. “And we listen.”

Since its founding with a handshake in 1996 by Blake
and Tom Ward, the award-winning firm’s core philosophy
has been simple: Start with the land. “We don't like to work
in a particular historical style because that doesn’t pay hom-
age to the site,” Blake says. “You're going in with a precon-
ceived stylistic notion as opposed to looking at the site first
and thinking about how things should be on there.”

It was this shared belief — as well as a respect for each
other’s work — that led the two men to found Ward +
Blake. They had both been working at another Jackson firm
for several years and were ready to try something new, not
that they knew they’d be doing it with each other. “We
didn’t really know each other all that well when we started
the office, but I had a real profound sense of the passion
he had,” Ward says. Blake’s take? “I appreciated his design
abilities and I knew we shared thoughts on what Western
architecture ought to be. When Tom asked about partnering
up, I didn'’t have to think about it.”

The men named their new firm Ward + Blake “because
‘Blake + Ward’ sounded too much like ‘backward,”
laughs Blake.

The two men share a vision of Western architecture,
but came to it from very different backgrounds. Ward, a
Wyoming native who grew up taking family road trips and
camping around the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem, spent

several years in Arizona after graduating with his degree in

Continued on page 82

Left: The layout and design of this residence for the EHA
Family Trust was driven by the water on the property. Photo:
Roger Wade Top: Tom Ward and Mitch Blake partnered to
found Ward + Blake Architects because each respected the
other’s work. Photo David Swift
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WESTERN RENDERING

Clockwise from above: The Trout residence was built with skyline requirements
and the owner’s interests in the West in mind. | Perched on a hillside overlooking
the Snake River, the TK Pad, Tom Ward's own residence, was the first home built
using EarthWall construction. | The Nature Conservancy’s energy-efficient Red
Canyon Ranch outside Lander has won Ward -+ Blake several AIA Awards. Photos:
Douglas Kahn | The front entry to the Teton County Children’s Learning Center
uses Ward + Blake's patented, seismically stable rammed earth wall construction
system, EarthWall. Photo: Roger Wade
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